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Arl Ugle lewas sending photos to my in-
21 -CD expecting their DVD player to
r)Irl\ t em — [t didn't.

=—e [ h ve been trying ever since to find a

" ~ format, preferably on CD that will.

® Among other things, this is the result of
my. search.
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FIELENED WaSs mtro UCEC by Kodak as d
JIEENS 0f taking a filmiand digitising| it to
S0 make this more versatlle they also
ml: cluced ‘multi-session” disks. You sent
= sk tie €D with your next film until the
'D ‘was full. At the time blank CD’s were
several times the price of film processing.

e Photo CD format was available on high
end domestic DVD players only.
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IIIENOrMat Was the first video format
eVallable; pre-dating DVD. Introduced by
PINliPS as a cross between interactive
— J'__f sk and' a games format for special

e The initial 1.1 was updated for interactive
- remote controls.

e SVCD introduced in china for improved
Og}/gtyality etc. rarely found outside of Asia.
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JSisian odd! format Where the CD has
e nL 5 added that normally go on a DVD.
Some players play them as if they were a
_r\' D. My players indicate CDROM and
=-step dead

i problem is that the disk has to
- be spun faster to get the video bitrate and
not many older DVD players can.
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"’EVD+RW
-~ e DVD+ DL DVD+RW DL

e DVD- DL DVD-RW DL
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D)D) -
1]1p1] rJJF
HEsh(E Jsk)
BI=Ray
~ » HD-DVD
~ e HD-DVD-1
e HVD
e Software
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JENGIHENENCES DELWEEN tNE Mmajor formats are
ieliiVasiiialll. The technical differénce between
jBliats Invelves the chemical processes
veiVed in making the material writeable and
| _t'r;}fr'* ent ease or lack of it in reading the
=SWiHtten disk. These days with multi-standard
— capable machines it is more a case of choosing
“a recorder which has the features that you
need. The only limitation is targeting those
machines who's owners do not wish to
upgrade. However do always be prepared to
meet unexpected compatibility Eroblems with
drives that are not 100% what they should be.
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Jlllr-wﬂ lISe a direct DVDDrrecorder (not
df |ve) then the subtle difference
2R+ and — will be determlned b
icorders preference, thoug

Ifin theory: allow deletlnlg and addlng
grammes better than
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AYIRERH N/ Tormat designec orgﬁuna \/ TOr
detafbackup or archiving. Stilll supported
PYASEIE manufacturers.. Disc capacity is
Brderand it supports a higher data
ulansier rate, meaning that you can have
= Smultaneous playing and recording,

— = providing the much sort after ‘pausing live
~— TV effect. The downside is that DVD-RAM
~ discs can't be played by majority of other

DVD' hardware.
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PVID-RAMIAISCS are edit firiendly, thistwny
BEyAwere welllused in early DVD
eeonders, Tthe name of RAM comes from
sIEWWaY the media is organised into
dividual sectors in a way similar to a
== hard disk. These sectors are written one

e il
.

= = at a time unlike the continuous write

= =

i

~ riequired on a CD.
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EFmdinTaavantadge Is that they are
'as more robust than other formats,
cially wheni used in their caddies.

A5 |ess susceptible to dust and
SGratches. The media was also designed

Ty

=10 have better than 100,000 write cycles
= = 0On any'sector. This compares with the
= 1000 write cycles of either DVD+RW or
— DVD-RW which were developed from the

write once product to be useable.
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IMERVTLE once version: of DVD-RW.

Norrru ly DV recorders that support

J\/F W alse support DVD-R. The blank

—f |a IS usually cheaper than DVD+R.

"f he high reflectivity material makes these
~ disks more compatible with older DVD
players.

i ﬁ
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IMEEWritanple version off DVD-R.
Norgally’ DVD. recorders that support
DVIDER AISO support DVD-RW. There are 2
mc desi- ‘video' which has 70-80%
patlblll ty with standard DVD players
VR*which is %reat for editing but not
—= weII supported. This format does not
~ support efficient encoding of video using
variable bit rates, thus limiting the
recording speed.
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IHENHLE once version: of DVDA-RW.

I\Jorrrut 'DVD recorders that support

J\/F LR\ also support DVD+R. Has 70%

= atlblllty with standard DVD players.

The blank media is usually more expensive
than DVD-R.
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IMEEWritable version off DVDFR.
NBrmally: DVD! recorders that support
J\/J FRalso supc|:>ort DVD+RW. Offers
gsic editing and has 70% compatibility
= u jth standard DVD players. The DVD+RW
TE‘-- ‘ormat was designed to deliver the best
performance available with the best
= possible compatibility.

i
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HOWEVERtNE EXact tiouble withf DVD+RW
BHtSIcompatibility. The media has low
rerler*e - Which means that it's not
HEErY as compatlble with legacy DVD-
ROMidrives and DVD movie players as the
1tjh reflectivity DVD-R media. This makes
sharlng data or movies with friends via

- DVD+RW potentially problematic.
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YD DL DVD+RW Dl

DUEINayer version of the format matching
perdualilayer film disks. Not quite double
Cel oz ﬂty and currently very expensive.
Bt i you want to copy a whole film
|thout reduction in quality, then you can
use ‘this with the correct software that
figures out where to make the layer
change.
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DYDPDL DVD-RW Dl
JUSEWheER you thought it was safe to buy
BlGVethis new format appears. Dual
Irl\ —ver5|on of the - format also matching
—— th _dual layer film disks. Not quite double
==c—apaC|ty and currently rarer than hens
~ teeth. Not any drives known, but that
means Aldi will probably have an 11

format multi-standard machine for £10 in
a few weeks, or maybe not.
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NEecially a DV atall, but a hard drive
rscord, - Offers the ability to pause live
TV, o  of course, recordings are rarely
J o)f able to other devices.

orfar only Topfield and Hauppauge have
= T=IDD recorders with transfer interfaces —
- _more are bound to come.
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sombined systems of media players and
medm Senvers etc. can also be put

1o p jer: using HDD and here backup and
= ;%;r. dnsfer are easier.

| DD S biggest advantages are capacity
= (Up to.a TERRORBYTE, yep 1Tb) and

virtually unlimited re-write capacity.
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Similar technology bt in “PC Card”
( H(“M' format or commonly: as
Ce act Flash card using a 1” disk.

:_:_,’ff. -as a useful format until flash got big,

== fbut at £40 for 1Gb and about £100 to

- £150 for 4-6Gb it is now relatively
EXPENSIVE.
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Ntz p) Drat all but a variety of physical
rormrr with probably USB sticks and SD
Cars belng the most familiar.

i 3 detailed level there are technical

-p arameters which affect performance
between the formats, but the differences
are small and generally are overshadowed
by the interface.
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ar)lrl ) e drops in Flash ongoing

_ 'é stlcks at just £12.50 Dabs

b USB sticks at just £19 Savastore
4Gb USB sticks at just £40 Dabs

USB sticks still circa £100
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ANIEW developmental format ofi optical
clise | rQr at aimed at playing back and
r:‘CJG high definition video.
eioped by Sony, it has so far, not

- ..- —

__,eelved massive backing from film

~ studios, unlike its rival from Toshiba HD-
DVD.
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ANIghrdefinition format currently under
dEVElopment by Toshiba. It has a smaller
Cz| U] 4ty than Blu-Ray, but is similar to
:,, stlng formats, meaning multi-
= =cmpat|b|I|ty might be easier to achieve.
~ HD-DVD has received the backing of many
major film studios (with the notable
exception of Sony who support Blu-Ray).
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A e,g)e nental format developed in
Jiciven W ith similarities to HD-DVD. There
zIfS fle) —ommeraal systems using this
atrat the moment.
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pBIographic \Versatile Disc - an
,,<r)~r1m=' taI format currently under
rlevelus that could see 1 terabyte of:

-|—_—— l‘

_J r*:e lia single disc.
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OIPE UISETNS (Windows Mac or Linux) the
Yy r= isiini the end the determining
felge ;=|n being able to achieve the
: ,;2'5 uired result. All the formats above can
— be persuaded to take the files and some

= piayers will play them.
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